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adhesion to the king dependent on his recognition of their
ancient and peculiar customs.
Conrad II succeeded as king to the domains, both royal1Hia
and personal, which Henry II had possessed. He himself contrast6with
added little, for the family estates in Franconia x had passed Henry II
to the younger branch, owing to the early death of Conrad's
father Henry; so had the duchy of Carinthia, though, as we
have seen, it remained there for one lifetime only. But,
though his personal possessions were small, he brought with
him to the throne one great asset—a strong and vigorous
personality. A rough-hewn man, lacking altogether the
pious devotion of his predecessor, he excelled him in force-
fulness of character. From the ecclesiastically-minded Henry
to the purely secular Conrad was a great change, but there
was much also of similarity. Conrad was noted for his
personal integrity and keen sense of justice, and he was as
fully convinced as -was Henry of the greatness of the position
to which he had attained, and equally determined to vindi-
cate it in every quarter. He owed much to the patient
plodding of his predecessor, he used the same resources and
adopted the same methods; but, while he favoured the
episcopate and gained the same advantages, political and
economic, from his control of it, he showed a complete dis-
regard of ecclesiastical interests in the appointments that he
made, so that the Church became more and more secularised
and the evils of lay control more manifest. In another
direction he made a special contribution of his own to the
royal resources. He was responsible for the reliance placed Use of royal
by the monarchy on the class of ministeriales, the unfree mimstena es
tenants on the royal domain, who were equipped as soldiers
and often employed by the king as officials. The German
nobles, who followed the practice to some extent with their
own tenants, viewed with jealousy the rise in the king's
service of men of humble birth, who often attained not
merely to a free status but even to noble rank. It was,
however, a great asset to the king to have at his disposal a
body of men who were completely dependent on his favour,
1 These estates derived from Otto of Carinthia's father Conrad the Red,
the husband of Otto I's daughter Liutgarde. Conrad II, because of his
Franconian origin, was later known as the " Salic," and the dynasty ho
founded is usually spoken of as the Salian dynasty.

